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This weekend marks the beginning of my seventh year at Covenant, and it is no less 
surprising to me now than it was six years ago that this is where I am. Most of you know 
I grew up here and when I left Racine to head off for college, I didn’t imagine I would come 
back. Like a lot of high schoolers, I wanted to find something different from what I had 
always known. I moved to Chicago, and I loved the big city. After a long time there, we 
moved to Milwaukee for Brian’s job, and I had no idea what was next. When Melanie 
invited me to come guest preach at Covenant in the summer of 2015 I thought nothing of 
the fact that there was an open position here. I was doing a lot of guest preaching that 
summer. I wasn’t looking for a new ministry position. We were happy in Milwaukee, I was 
enjoying being a stay-at-home mom that year, and we had bought a house 3 months 
earlier. But then, I came to worship with all of you and during the service it was like a light 
as bright as day switched on that this was my next call to ministry. Of course, there were 
interviews and discernment still to happen, but I had felt something unmistakable during 
that service that made the path ahead clear to me. And well, here we are six years later! 

  
There have been a few lights like that in my life. The night when the idea of going into 
ministry first occurred to me. The day I met Brian. The dream I had that I should call Sarah 
and ask her if she would be interested in applying to be a co-pastor here. A few others I 
could name. These were moments when it felt like a light switched on, and even though 
it wasn’t at all what I was planning, suddenly I saw a new path if I would only take the first 
step. 
  
Can you think of any moments like this in your own life? Moments which put you onto a 
new path? Dreams or conversations or realizations which suddenly illuminated a new 
direction or a different understanding of where your life is headed? Sometimes they are 
joyful realizations, but sometimes they come with sadness - the clarity that a relationship 
is over or a difficult change you need to make. They may lead down easy paths you are 
excited to take and other times they are much harder paths but important ones. They 
may feel like a bolt of lightning or more like a fog clearing. These moments give us clarity 
about the way forward, an insight into a deeper truth. We often refer to these moments 
as epiphanies. 
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The basic definition of an epiphany is a sudden, intuitive insight into the essential of 
something, usually initiated by a commonplace experience. 
  
But preacher Peter Gomes had a list of definitions for epiphany that I like better. He 
suggested that epiphanies are: “a glimpse of the holy that changes us or the manifestation 
of God in our midst.” 

  
These descriptions feel better to me because these moments where a light comes on 
don’t seem just random. They feel like Holy Spirit moments - God guided moments - God 
revealed moments. And it is through these experiences in my own life that I can make any 
sense of what happened to the wise men in our scripture today. 
 
I say “make sense of” because the wise men’s journey didn’t make a lot of sense from 
start to finish. We don’t know much about the wise men, but we know they came a long 
distance. And theirs was not a journey like any of us have ever undertaken. It was not a 
journey to be taken lightly, or on a whim or just because they were curious. The tradition 
is that they traveled for 12 days, but in reality, the best guesses are more like it was 50-
60 days of travel. And this journey was done on the backs of animals. Through desert 
climates. With only what they could carry. Fully exposed and at risk of being robbed or 
injured or attacked by people or animals. Relying on the hospitality of those they would 
meet along the way for refills of water or food. Perhaps they had servants with them to 
help with the journey, but it was a long, tiring, risky trip no matter what. This was a 
journey motivated by a real sense of urgency and importance. This was an epiphany 
journey. They had seen the star and it illuminated a path they knew they had to follow. 
  
In preparation for what they believed they would find at the end of the path, they got 
together the finest, most extravagant gifts they could. These were gifts fit for a king. But, 
after their long, exhausting journey, what they found under the star was like no king they 
had ever seen or heard of. Instead, the star led them to a baby in a manger, born to 
peasants, surrounded by shepherds. It could not possibly be where they had imagined the 
star would take them. In fact, their stop at Herod’s palace first is an indication of what 
they thought they were looking for. They thought they were going to find a king who had 
use for gold, frankincense, and myrrh. So, when they arrived at the manger, they could 
have been disappointed, or have thought they had gotten it wrong and gone on looking. 
But it seems they had another epiphany because there in the stable, something must have 
illuminated for them in a way which turned this most ordinary scene, almost too ordinary, 
into a crystal-clear picture of who this baby really was. In that moment, they saw the 
manifestation of God in their midst. They glimpsed the holy and found themselves utterly 
changed. And these wealthy, educated men from a different country and a different 
religion who set out in search of a king, found a peasant child instead and fell to their 
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knees. The light was bright enough for them to truly recognize Jesus - enough so that they 
dropped to their knees and paid him homage. That phrase “paid him homage” means 
they gave themselves entirely to him as servants. Now that is nothing short of an 
epiphany. 
  
And actually, scripture is full of epiphanies. A great deal of the Bible tells the stories of the 
moments when ordinary humans experience a glimpse of the holy, the manifestation of 
God. And the reason these epiphanies were recorded and passed down from generation 
to generation is because they are meant to be epiphanies for us as well. These epiphanies 
shine a light for all of us into who God is and what God is doing in the world. And this 
epiphany of the wise men is a real-world changing moment for all of us.  
  
Because when the wise men fall to their knees, it tells us something incredible about 
God’s intent with Jesus. Some of the first worshippers of Jesus were foreign, non-Jewish 
men. In other words, God wasn’t sending Jesus for some small select group of people. 
Jesus wasn’t just to be King of the Jews, a savior for only those in Israel. Jesus wasn’t 
coming only for the ones who had been expecting him. Jesus was coming for everyone.  
 

And, of course, the wise men weren’t the only ones there. The poor, lowly shepherds 
showed up too. And this is no mistake. Shepherds and foreign wise men - you could hardly 
choose more opposite figures, but when you take both into account, it couldn’t be clearer 
that God was up to something new. God sent Jesus for people of every background, every 
country, every faith, rich and poor alike. Jesus had come for all people. This was a 
revolutionary idea for a world divided into tribes and sects. 
 

And of course, we’ve heard this before. This isn’t news that Jesus came for everyone. But, 
considering how deeply divided we still are by race, country, creed, religion, tribe, and so 
many other ways, I would say it's still pretty revolutionary to believe Jesus came for every 
single one of us. And it sure seems like a message many Christians seem to have missed 
altogether. Many Christians have interpreted Jesus coming for everyone as the reason to 
go on missions to convert people insisting they convert or die or that converting means 
changing one's whole culture to be more like the ones who’ve come to convert you. Other 
Christians have boiled down Jesus to say that Jesus only came for you if you can say a few 
certain words or prayers first accepting him. But the wise men show us that Jesus came 
to show all of us about a God who loves all of us - already, first, completely. 
 

Jesus came for people of different countries and different religions. Jesus came for the 
people you don’t like and the people you don’t understand. Jesus came for the people 
who have done terrible, hurtful things. And he came for you, too. You, even when you are 
at your worst. You, even when you have regrets and shame. You, even when you have 
more doubts than faith. Jesus came for all of us. And somehow standing in front of him in 
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that stable the wise men knew this. Knew he was there for them too. Knew he was a 
different kind of King. And this epiphany overwhelmed the wise men with joy. That’s what 
the scripture says – that they were overwhelmed with joy. 
  
And this sets up a real contrast in the scripture. Because, while we assume the wise men 
probably had some fear about the journey they undertook, they stayed open to God. They 
chose to follow the light. And eventually they were overwhelmed with joy. 
 
But let’s look at Herod for a moment. Herod was overwhelmed by his fear. When the wise 
men came looking for this new king, Herod couldn't see anything but the threat of losing 
his power and prestige. And this fear blinded him and kept him from seeing the light at 
all. And so, Herod missed that Jesus had come even for him. Even for Herod, who killed 
two of his own sons because he was threatened by them. Even for Herod, who would, not 
long after realizing the wise men weren’t coming back to tell him where to find Jesus, 
have every child under the age of two murdered to prevent his losing his throne. Jesus 
had come even for Herod, but Herod’s fear kept him in the dark and so he didn’t 
experience the epiphany of God’s love and grace. 
  
The story of Christmas is that Jesus has come for all of us. God has come to be with us. 
And God is ready to fill our lives with epiphanies - glimpses of the holy and manifestations 
of God. God is ready to show us a better way and paths we can take which will bring us 
wholeness and love and peace. Again and again, like the wise men, God invites us to be 
overwhelmed with joy.  
 

We can’t choose when the epiphanies will come, we can’t force them to happen, but we 
can be ready for them. We can open our hearts to them by choosing joy over fear; love 
over fear; grace over fear. And yes, there is plenty to fear. We are living in a pandemic 
and a world beset with all kinds of things to be afraid of. But stars still shine. The world 
has not ended. Despite thousands of novels and movies that depict terrifying apocalypses, 
we are not living in a world destroyed. But fear will make us think we are. Fear will cause 
us to react in all kinds of ways – to isolate ourselves, to exclude others, to hoard resources, 
to feel apathy, to hurt others. Fear will overwhelm us and cause us to miss the glimpses 
of the holy, the manifestations of God. 
  
So, let us be like the wise men this year. Let us be prepared to follow. Let us be open to 
surprises and new paths that may unfold before us. Let us work hard to choose joy, love, 
grace, over fear. Let us pray for hearts open to epiphanies - to be able to see them when 
they come. And not only to see them, but to be ready to step into the unknown. To be 
ready to follow God into a new place or experience even if it falls way outside our plans. 
May this be a year when we find ourselves overwhelmed by joy, again and again. 


